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Biſhop orduitiedo Gans 
bythe lelrwf Cadets | 
'F ling, which by: an: * 4p Pee 

name; ate called Paſtoures., whe 
| (friethLuke): the: 


+ 


of Paſtour'or'6f Biſho; » is proper to teeccle-|) 
them. in. the newe Tlie Þ oo ſran tow 

by the Apoſtledoerh: oe, 
from Apoſtles, Prophets, 2nd Euang F 
liſts; w ich were one | 
a tyme,Epheſc4.rt. and from Deacon 
7: Phil.r.r.for otherwiſe 
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are euery where called Elders, & Paule 
doth call his Apoſtleſhip a Deaconſhip. 
Rom.11.13. But they are calledBiſhops 
in regard of the ſheepe committed ynto 
chem.as thougha,man ſhould call them 
watchmen of querſeers. * + 

Theſe now were onealone.as where 
any church had but one Paſtor,or more 
if the Church had more then one. And 
the meeting of them together ioyntl 
with their Elders, whom Paule calleth 
>. |::reuſes governours, of the other comms name | 
15 Precbyie- called; was theElderſhip. Their duetic 
WE; 159% was to attend onthe worde and prai 
TW. * both publikely and priuately, and. 
[ common to gouerne the Church, AS 
appeareth by many places of Scripture. 
_ Thattheſame were ſubje@&to' magi- 
ſtrates , though prophane, a 
not onely by the example of Chriſt the 
high Prieſt,and of the Apoſtles; but al- 
Gly the expreſſe wordes TRE FÞ 
moth.2.and Luke: Ray Son fond 
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"F HeBiſhop that is of man, thatis to 
. ® ſay, brought into the Church by 
the alone wiſedome of man, beſides the 

- expreſle word of God,isa certain pow- 

ergiuen'to one certaine Paſtour aboue 

his otherfellowes, yer limited with cer- . 

tain orders or rules prouided againſt ty- 
ranny. They which did beare this office 

|| ofbiſhop,arecalled biſhops inregard of 
| theirfellowEldersandthe whole cler- 
gic.as watchmen ſet ouertheclergie. 


» Thatthis calling was not broughtin 
| by the word, it is manifeſt by that, that 
| there isnot to be found in thenew Te- 
| ſtament,ſo much as one ſyllable,where- 
by there may be the leaſt ſurmiſe of any 
> | ſuchthing.Foralthough wedoubrnor, 
: burall chinges ought to be done order- 


ou the lordes houſe, and therfore that 
_ fomeoneſhould bepreſident in cuery. 

_ aſſembly, whom Iobnin the Reuelaris 
ſeemeth to call the Angell of the Chur- 

ches . And Auſten calleth the modera-: 

z | tor Proeftota,yetthis moderator A 
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Tru = lvporMent 
of the Church, ſauyng this one thing, 
that he was the firſt in order in the co6- 
pany;had no authority ouer his felows, 
neither did hee exerciſe any higher of- 
fice. Therefore the author ofthe epiſtle 
to the Hebrewes, as Hierome noterh, 
IHE {Z5ome- doeth cal thewhole company oof the el- 
i frow, ders, gouernours;not any one'icertayne 
9 FHebr. 13, man. Sucha one was Peter many times 
in the very aſſembly of the Apolitles, of 
a great authoritie{urely amongſt the A- 
poſtles, whowereall otherwiſe equall, 
and yethehimſclfe one of the compa- 
ny of the Apoſtles, ſent by.his compa- 
nions to Samaria with Iohn, A&.8.14. 
and in the aſſembly giuing an account 
of his — thoſe which were of 
the Circumciſion, Acts 11.2. Butifany 
ſuch biſhoplike authoritie of any onea- 
boue the reſt, as there was afterwardes, 
had bin then, ſurely the apoſtles would 
haue ſet down their names euen at that 
e,in their letters which they ſent 
rom oneto another, eſpecially ſeeing: 
Paule in his epiſtle to the Philip. doth 
name biſhops in the plural mbar an 
Deacons: or there ſhould haue bene at 
HED leaſt _ 
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leaſt ſome peculiar mention: made-of © 
them. Which, ſecing it is not done, it 
appearcth: that amongeſt theſe gouer- 
_ ners, there was none in degree aboue 
their companions and fellow biſt 0) 
butas, occaſion ſerued; the Churche 
were gouerned by a fellowlike & equal 
authorttie, among the fellow-elders'in 
their elderſhips, he onely going before 
thereſt,whoſe godlines and authoritie, 


the company did moſtallow of. - .. - 

- Epiphaniusagainſtthe Arrians, de- 
fending the contrary opi 
o 


- 


_—_ : name- x 
x hin biſhop ordain by man; as: Or- * 

incd by God, doth bring forth three 7 
| reaſons tothe contrary. Two as itwere 4 
; out of the word of God: the third out ' 


Elders,that is,the Paſtors of the church 
of Epheſus.But(be it ſpoke with the fa- 
uourof ſo woorthy.a man) hee ſhould 
haue marked, that here an elder is cal- it 
led,hethar is ſuch by age, nothethatis |} | 
a Paſtor, which is declared by the op- | ; 
ub poſition  !iÞ} 
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olition nextfollowing of yong men; : 
An other placeis out-of the fame 
Epiſtle , .Receyue:,not:an: accuſarion 
agaynſtan Elder, the firft of -Timothie 
5-19. Whereby he gathereth;:that the - 
Elders were ſybic&tro. the Biſhops and 
titbunall feate-,' But-who;will-graune 
hym:that Timothie was-Biſhop: of :E- 
pheſus . For thehuſtory wilk-eafilyre- 
tell that, which the fathers doe-report 
as certayne Þ. For:no- man: can; deniE 
that Timothicwas-one-that;accompa- 
nicd Paule, andtherefore no biſhop aſ- 
ſigned to any one certaine place, who. 
was ſent one while: to: this place; an o- 
ther to that, for rhe eſtabliſhing of the 
Churches : and finally, that he was-am- 
Evangeliſt, and nota biſhop ofany one 
certayne flocke . I, haue deltred thee: 
(faieth hee) to abide atEpheſus,whuleſt 
I wer tinto Macedonia. And why ſo: 
namely, to looke to the Church: which 
hee had begunne to eſtabliſh, vntill he 
were called for agayne, which he:doth: 
inthc other epiftle. What and did the 
Apoſtle robbe the: Epheſians of their: 
Biſhop, without asking their church _ E 
_— ws A 
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theleaſts Surely, when he wenrlaſt to 
Jeruſalem , neuer mindyng to returne 
to Epheſus,eyrher hew ould haye reſto- 
red Timothie vnto them, or the Ephe- 
ſians would haue required him agayne 
of the Apoſtle,: when hee putthem in 
minde ofſo great danger at hand :-or if 
another were to be putinto his roume, 
hee would haue made expreſſe menti- 
oninthathis diuine Sermon . Buthe is 
fayd to.haue ſent for the Elders onely; 
and to haue warned them of the duetie 
belongyng to themall. Yer itneed not 
ſeemeſtraunge toany , that the Euan- 
gcliſt Timothie, a man indued with 1{o 
manyand ſo great-giftes. remainyng at 
Epheſus, did gouerne all 2. 4. by his 
_ diretion ,; as one in: degree aboue- the 
Elders, and by the Apoſtles authoriti® 
appointed thereforatyme, 299K 
; Burletvs graunt Epiphanius more 
then 'this:,' that Timothie 'had' the 
authoritie of the laying-on of handes 
out of'theſe woordes: of: the Apoſtle; 
Laye-not:handes ſodainely vpon any: 
Let vs grauntthis too, that theſe duties: 
belogedto the gouernors, yetwe on 


. TnnTIvDpotunnc” 
that Timothie could hane had any au- 
thoritie therefore,oner the Elders of E- 
ng except he had bin' an Enange- 

iſt. For Paule himſelfe Tim.4.14.doth 
ſhew ſufficiently rhat the laying'on of 
the hands was in thenameofthe 
Elderſhip ir ſelfe, not by the aurhoritie 
of any ſuperior. Now the reaſons of the 
ſame Epiphanius are theſe : -Biſhops 
(faieth hee) begettethe fathers of the 
Church, burt-Elders the ſonnes.,-in'a(- 
muchas biſhops and not Elders ordai- 
ned biſhops.. Butwhar is this els, then 
to aske to haue that which is in queſti- 
on: forit may beand ought to bee an- 
ſwered, that the biſhops tooke that an- 
thoritie vpon them, without warrant of 
$i word of God, and that: the rule. is 
[ſe,which coceming this matter,doth 
attribute it to the Apoſtles, which may 
be ſhewed by the ordaining of Timo- 
thie by the Elderſhip . Againe,fora(- 
much as ele&Qtion is the chiefe ground 
of church-offices, which dependeth of 
the voyces of the whole company; and 
not ofthe laying on of handes , which 
made notbiſhops, but ſent them into, 
err” 
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Or ALzxixnzy Man. 
poſſeſſion after - had made 
them : oe 
the Apoſtle, thatthe holy Ghoſt by the 
voices of the children themfcluegmade 


the fathers,and not the nay! yoo 
"An ather 6 his tchifons'is, 


their 


on dfD eco VPhon yetcan Epipha 
nius perfivade,that it was for want offic 
men ondly, that there were many-bi- - 
ſhops in eutcery Chnreh?For thatwhich 
not onielye Hierome, but Epiphanius 
apainſt "thi Miletians allo repv 
concerning them 'of Alexandria : : that 
is, Alexandria nener had two biſhops, oupre 
as the other cities ;/vpon what ground j-x md 

themen of Alexandriadidit, & folow- range \* 
ed not the examples of other liurchie, m_ 4 


tee them ſeetoit: - | [x 
- Finally,chat this kind ofbilhop, which Ps. || 
whoſo beareth'i, is nor the firſt in or- f 
deramongſthis felow elders,but in de- 
gree aboue them ,beyng the onely: man 
wrt 10) OG is not-ordeined- wt pj 
wor 
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word of God, but by cuſtome amongſt 
the fathers Hierome witneſleth, as very 
nany, others long ſince hauc obſerued: 
Fox theſe are his woordes in his epiſtle 
to Euagrius, y- Þ 
-., The Apoſtle ( faicth hee. doeth 
teach plainely, that Elders and Biſhops 
arcall one, &c. And: where as one af- 
ter was choſento bee ſet ouer the reſt, 
that (faith he) was a remedy found out. 
for remedy of ſchiſme, that euery one 
drawyng Chriſt vato himſelfe , myght 
notrend the Church in funder . For at 
alcxandria alſo from the tyme of Marke 
the Euangeliſt, tothe tyme of Heraclea 
and Dionyſius the Biſhop, the Elders 
placed one in a high degree orplace, 
choſen by themſclues, whom they cal- 
leda biſhop. Moreouer, vppon the fir 
to Titus, An Elder anda Biſhop (faith 
hec) is all one, and before by the inſti- 
eation of the deuill, there was perta- 
kyng in religion, itwas: fayd amongeſt 


the people.: I-am of Paule, of Apol- 
los, and of Czphas.: .the Churches 
were goucrned by the common aduiſe 
of the Elders. But after that cucty-one 

x7 IMNAgl- 


Or ALzannazy Man, 
ined, that thoſe whome he'bapti> 
Pry-ang; his owne, and not' Chi 
it was decreed throughout the whole 
world, that one choſen'of the Elders, 
ſhoulde bee ſetaboue the reſt-5 vato 
whomeall the care of the church might 
a appertegne, ro the akyng away of the 
nes” of contentions. And a little af- 
ter, As.the Elders knowe that they are 
ſubietb by the cuſtome of the Churche 
to theBiſhop thar is ſet-ouer thein: fo 
let the Biſhops knowe ,'-that they are 
greater then the Elders , rather: by 
cuſtome;: then by any vertue of the 
'Loxdes pr py - Yea and-Au- 
guſtine alſo in his 19. epiſtle ſaieth;that 
according to the ticles of honor; which 
the vie of the Church hath otren; the 
Fra ime OR of- 
_ - Chryſoſtomealſowitne n 
the fftto Timothie andthe 3. ch ho 
That the Biſhops differ from the ders 
 onely in ordinaris, thatis (as Theophi- 


| ethmore plainl )in the onely 
Wn of grad mars wo 


oo yponthe fame place Thr 
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inolde tymethey called the ſame'men 
Elders and Bithops, as though forſgorth 
the thing ir ſelfe had then beneonely 
called by another name, and goettr a- 
bout toprooue that, becauſe Paule: cal- 
leth Epaphroditus the Apoſtle of the 
Philippians. This is. ofno weighratall. 
The names which are/giuen of fellow 
labourer, and fellow ſouldiour,:do .de- 
clarethat he was no biſhop in this-kind 
of biſhop, butan Euangeliſt tied to'no 
'onecitic,much leffe toadiocefle; of the 
numberofthoſe, whome the A 
did keepe,toſendtoand fro,at'tthemo- 
_ ti6 ofthe ſpirit of God. The councelbof 
Nice alſo, diſputing abourtthe degrees 


_ -of biſhops; alleageth ancient cuſtomes, 
whereot we minde toſpeakeanon:And 


Or ALzanxnngdDd Man, 


Apoſtles,by the direction of theſhirite 
rite of God, though not 


didexerciſe their miniſt 


cry throughout 


- 


inthe Church of Romeit ſelfe : name> 
ly Peter and Paul,which yet afterwards 
ly,ther cannotbe mo,the cheeſe in.one 
and the ſame _compan 
Pas yerng yar ore eng yi 

ya-OT th ( De 1:20; It 
maketh nothing tothe matter, except a 
man by alike reaſon woulde haue the 
Deacons to haie bin Apoſtles, becauſe 
Paul calleth his Apoſtleſhip a Deacon» 
ſhip or miniſtery. Buit we 
anto that alſo, that Hierome 'Mighte 
ſeemerto be of the mind, thatthiskinde 
of Bylhop begun th&,when as ſchiſmes 
Ls aq oy ye out para; 36 
WIO OL e writing tothe Corin- 


there ſhould haue beene more biſhops, 


the:whole worlde. Bur if this betrue, 


peculiarto one, Andſure- 


y at one-time. 


Byſhops; is 


. < : y 
"Of" on DEAN | 
are/to looke 
* 
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Soſthenes,to teach by his example how 
carefully this Primacie is to be au6yded 
inafſemblies ofthe Church, who (tis 
cuident were not onely the' firſtirior- 
der nextvnto Chriſt;bur alſo higheſtih 
degree) did execute their miniſterie in 
common. Wherefore, no not theſame 
Paule alone would excommunicarethe 


 inceſtugus perſons by his Apoſtolicll 
authoritie, pert by the authoritie' of the 


uercometopaſle, ifthis prehemihence 
abouetheir tellowes had bene forbid- - 
&cn,orrather,if menhadneuerbroiight 


 itin:Whereupon wecone de, that 1s 
kind of biſhopwhiclvis not of otder; 
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committed to-0neman, | 

-/And whereas he fayth inthe fame 
place, thatit was decreed: thoroughour 
all the world: Weare to vnderſtand ir 
no-otherwiſe, then ofapriuy- cuſtome, 
broughtin: by lirtle & lirtle: And whe 
ſocuer is found in-Tenatius,or otheran- 
cient Writers, when the' byſhop of Sa- 
chanwas notyer found'our, touching 
the authority ofthe byſhops orouer-- 
ſeers: (as Tuſtin ſpeaketh)is to-be vnder- 
derſtoodiof this: ind of Biſhop. HOSE 


| THEBISHOP OF THE | 


Deill, 


Tits alſo wedeſcribethe biſhop ol of 
Rage that euenas tharkindof 


bing ordainedofGod, degenerated 
ky E 


andlitle, intoan humane ordi- 


cond place: {o rv y— 
which we now labour,is ed for 

ofthe corrupris ofthe Nb ow > brought 
in by'man. Ofthis intollerable corrap- 
tion thereare foule, moſt manifeſt, and 


be. ner makes. Some of this "= 
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of biſhops haue wholy. lingled-them-, 
ſelues from the Hips lo thatthey 
 haucnothyng to do with them : Some: 
| hauewholy aboliſhed them. And that; 
| they hauechalenged vnto themſclues,: 
and I knowe not to what Officials: the 
whole guidance ofthe church, & chief; 
ly theauthorine to eleR,to depoſe, and 
ro excommunicate : ſo as they notone+ 
lyare aboue others,butas it were alone: 
do exerciſe Lordſhip ouer Gods: heri- 
rage,contrary to the expreſle inhibition, 
of Peter. | 
Thar alſo they haue inuaded yppon 
temporall dominions, contrary to the 
flat commaundement of Chriſt . And 
thatthey will not onely be preſent, but 
alſo Prefidentin cauſes ofthis lyte, and 
aftaires of the Common wealth,the c6- 
mandement of the Apoftle tothe con- 
trary notwithſtandyng.2.Tim.2. 1.Cor. 
6.yeaand that of Chriſt himſelfe,, Luke 
I3. 14. | The Bo tul 6. dap ri Sa panup 
That alſo they waſte in riot 8: ſtate- 
lineſſe agaynſt conſcienceandalſhame; 
the goods conſecrate to holy vſes.' - + 
Tharalfo they haue tied nee 4 
(s 
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God to certaine places and perſon 
rhough the biſhop ofthe more noble 
place; muſt needes haue nec 
- abouethe reſt! oras though hee, who 
now is moſt fitmuſtneeds b ſoalwais: 
 JAndlaſtofall; thar they ate the i- 


mage of that beaſt' whichis deſcribed, 


Apoci13. as Pope Anadetus hymſelfe 
winelſech; I: irras miict Aathey 
ate ditingui 1edamong themſtlues,by 
thoſertheir thrones and deprees, accor- 
ding to the paterne of the Roman Em- 
pire.' «The Apoſtle, A&.20. 19, foretold 
of this Hierarchie, as they terme it, of 
the falſe biſhop, which in tyme becamne 
an Antichriſtianprimacie.And in the 3, 
Tohn 9. it is moſt manifeſt; that Sathan 


b 
of this myſterie; * 
- Now out of the hiſtory of the Ni- 


pros Q ouncell, which __ tou- 
ng dodrine was euery where recey- 
ued, itis cleare how ale diſſentions 
wereeuen then, oforderyngthe bonds 
betweene the biſh 
whereofthey wereſo 


. ks vezhar PONOY auncient cu- 


- 


ns, as 


cſlary giftes 


egun cuen then tolay the foundation 


; the fountaines' 
fire from dan- 


gs 
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ſtoms, they confirmed the Patriarkſhip, 
and made a way for the horrible Papa- 
cie of Rome then flidyng on, and. vn- 
derlayd the feare for the harlot that fit- 
teth vpon ſeuen mountaines. Burfarre 
beitof, that theſe things although they 
haue their auncientand great authort- 
rie,ſhould be prejudiciall to the deuine 
and Apoſtolicall writings, according to 
therule, whereof there is no wiſe man. 
will doubt, that the Councels thEſclues. 
areto be ſquared, © _ FER 
And to whatpurpoſe ſhould I con- 
fute thatagreemet betweene the prieſt-, 
hood -of the Leuites,& of Chriſt, which: 
ſome old writersalleageto prooue: this: 
diucliſh oligarche,andat the length. cue 
playne tiranny ..In deede it is cuident; 


* 


that the high prieſt 'was: a figure of 
Chriſt himſclſe whoſe ſecond image if 
we grauntthat the biſhops are,ipwil fo- 
low, thatthereare-as. many images of: 
Chriſt, as there be biſhops, in asmuch-. 
as there 1s noneabaue him. But contra- 
rywiſc, no biſhop:hath bene the image 
of Chriſt. Beſides,biſhops are notheds 
of the vniuerſall Church; bur of their 

PIT | ; oOwne 
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in as much as the Bi 1OPS, 4 


yen, fro 
uer,wearenotto { ike. ho 
that the elders ordayned b yrs of 
God;comein theroume of the prieſtes 
of the lawe,and the Deacons to anfwer 
to the Leu? xs 


The abs queſtion, . 


ors: 


fer Churches. ſeuerall paſtors and 


miniſters,and the authority ofall Chr 


| Nes miniſters in the Church ſeeme. t6 


be <quall: Whether the office ofthe bi- ... 


ſhops beneceſſaryin thechurchtopro- 


cure meetings when occaſion ſerueth, 
a to the miniſterie,and remoo-. 


| om the place vpon iuſt cauſes : 
or 4% ern all die miniſters hauyng e- 
5.4 as and not vnder the an- 
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thoritie of any ſuperiour biſhop, ough 
to chulſe fi t1 > any the coaſerm OM 
Patron wlldemoyeth the benctice, and 
the peapletheſcluesa alſpto correct 8 
remouefrs the charge. And the maners 
of the people th&feluesayho can hardly 
ornotatall bekeptin qbedience with- 
outthe bridle of the biſhops authoxity, 
which may runne thro «3 in viſityng 
of the Churches of the province, may 
put vs in mynd to retaine ſuch biſhops, 
Againe,ſo often as there ſhalbe dealmg 
in matters touchyng the ſafetie of the 
common wealth in the ſolemne aſlem- 
blies of the land, aceordyng to the laws 
whichthe kingdome hath ofalong viſe 
and cuſtome received, there can be no- 
thing eſtabliſhed without the biſhops, 
who haue the third roume and/place 
in the kingdome,whichto take away,or 
wholy to put downe; would bee very 
dangerous to the Common wealth, 


= a i Sw 


T ke anſwer tothe frft queſtion, | > | | 
Whereas Sathans biſhop hath-bene 
the ouerthrowe of the Church and all 
Chriſtian kingdomes , whoſe: head- is 

ts he” _ the 


0» Abzangsn Mix. 
the Romaine Antichriſt; itis ro be;loo- 


= 


| ked'vnto of all handes, eſpecially of all 


godly princes, thatthey atonceaboliſh 


_tings of theapoſtles: & it 1s mani) 


l , F . 


Church.andtheir owne fafctie. As/for 
the biſhop ordained by mi, & brought 
into. the Churche by little and litrle, 
whereby Sathan made: him a waye for 
greater thinges, ithad-beenc tolerable, 
ſo that withallthe ancient. good lawes 


prouidyng; for Eng the go- 


eintheir 


uernyng by ſome few,had 


former torce agayne. But beſides, that 


the ſtate of the world being quite chan- 


ged,. experience of ſo many ages doeth 


teach vs too well, that vnleſle this roote 
alſobeplucked vp, itwil cometo-paſle, 
that the ſame fruite willſprourand bud 
forth again, Finally,ſcing the Lord hath 
ſo oftedecided this cotrouerſie of ſupe- 


_ riority among his own diſciples,that he 


ſhutitcleaneour,ſcing the rule both for 


is to bee ſoughtfor out of the very wri- 
cſted, 
the churches the proſpered,whe all this 
authorite of one man ouer the reſt, yet 


dodrine & good order of the Church, 


4. ' was 
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ſhallbe wel prouidedfor,ifthey maybe 
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was not;burtas thargrewvp;ſoalchings 
fell to decay. Finally{eeyng where the 
remnants -of this gouernmnentby afew, 
arenot cleane taken away-;ithe woorke 
of the Lord, is openlyihmdered :::Our 
judgement is, that after:the gs 
way of this deniſe of man,theichurches 


repairedaccording torhewritynges :of 
the Apoſtles. Andithereformartion'as it 
ſemethito vs,confiſteththerein,;tharfirft 
the NE bee deuided 
into regions. Agaynethe regions :into 
ariſes, cider of Cinch areal 
townes : thatin placesmoft fir, and of 


greateſt aſſembly,be placed paſtors, be- 


yng lawfully propounded by the com- 
pany of thetrowneelders,;to the kinges 


chriſtia maieſtie, orthedeputiestherof, 


and allowed of all. Laſtly, beyngrecey- 
_ —_ , Oe othey 
are to betet, DEP , promulga- 
tion hauin wes = 9 ain in 
euery pariſh the paſtour may hane with 
hym fit men to affiſt him,whoalſo may, 
beyng watchfull, falue vp the offences 
notſo waighty, leauyng the other of 
grea- 


" ee Vw... T-YIrz; 
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wed naodiifine phe molars, 


ataccrtaine'tymeandplace,may 
conan ofahe- Dturallyrs, of 


med utho nai 
authoritic: 
byes axenguie 
& Inthis company lertherebechoſen 
LY CUOnRAIIEER,: onefirft.in order 
not. Sem y 1g our, nome 


orciwheſunenan j is robe clabliſhed 
agayne for another rymeby: 
report of 


ſent: whole office is ro 
the common affaires to the company, 
rodemaund theiriudgements, and-to 
> as JIement_of the 


_.DITunrhvygruent 
eiderſhip,hauing no authority giue him 
Oucr ox; .cpmmns who bod is _ 
ſubic.In this aſſembly.letnothyngbe 
debated of beſides maters of conſciece; 
&that by the word of god, &the lawes 
of church diſcipline cſtabliſhed;drawen 
out of theworde of God; not one whit 
medling with the authority of the citiil 
magiſtrate. Andlet the foucraign maic- 
&y & the lawtull magiſtrate thereby ap- 
pointed;bekeepers ofthis order, 8 the 
puniſherof thoſe that. ſeditiaully: rage 
againſt it.Butifany ſhal imagin.thatrhis 
ſodain aboliſhing of both theſe biſhops 
will miniſter occaſion of new-ſtirres, al- 
though weſce not with what canſciece 
the biſh. may ſo chalenge to themſclues 
the goods of the —_ orelscallth&+ 
{clues biſhops,&hlue like princes of this 
world:yertor:tokeep thecomon. peace, 
the oarraignednaiedpines leaue vnto 
rh&,which are now biſhops, their reue- 
nues wholefortheirlyferyme; ſo they 
trouble notthewell made order of the 
Church, with proutding there:be none 
choſen into their places when they bee 


dead. As for the frowardines.atthe peo- 
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ple,itmaybekeprdowne. beaigragreat 


dealeb other reynes, then, bythe: aus 
thot rieofatalenamed | 


ches mayvery. melbavidecderſmnimgs 
without any. great coſt.and biſhopl 
pride,bych& who cuery elderſhip. 
choſen vader the K. ic hore 
which witnot bealwais neceſſary,ifthe 
elders do.rightly cxecuretheir office... | 
This ſining afthe biſh,vich thoautho; 
rity of theyoice inthe publikeeſtates of 
chekingdom,came in with manifeſt a; 
buſe,cotrary tothe word, & therfore in 
our mind is-to be vrtcrly;aboliſhed: For 
the bilh, hath nothing to: doin ordring 
ofmenrcaul aiajs-yerformuches in 
pe n-y wh Wa Fes omethir 


Furnetsgas Weare raughtby. (h ook 


—— 
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ofholy kings. Itis very ne 
OED Sh 


x gry bon thereof be gt- 
uen ways, trove dvr who may bet 
preſentin ns et 2h 0- 
et-not as ut dea- 
Iingavom matters of the church onel; 
er Bo of ER as their = 
derſhips haue giuen them in- charge,ex- 
ceptheſiates thinksodEd n extra- 
ordinary occaſion, thattheyaske coun- 
ll of Cod about: ſome other affaires 
alſo . If alſo the kinges' Maieltie thinke 
good to admit into counſel 'amongeſt 
the paſtors or-elders,0ne,who ſhall 
thoughtto be wiſe and experienced in 
things,he may admit him, though not 
as a paſtor Or elder,yetas a citizen. And 
_ itwereiniurious toremoouefrom their 
office in the Church, the piſtours, and 
much leſſerhe Elders ap Deacons, 0- 
therwiſelaymen fi6 thatdeptee, which 
they hold as citizens, Etherinithe com- 
mon wealth, -orin COT Bute 


the kings maieſty,andall the Princes '8& 
cedyng wary, that 


Lordes, are to beexc 
17h make notcouttlike g6netnours of 


_ their 


— 


i A. «gy 
— 
of _— 
« 
- 


Or ALzannsd Mix. 


their Ors, -to the great dan 
of Eyre es i 


ple .in Euſebius. of Nicatoe 
court of Conſtantine: As for-the right: 
ofthe patronage, leaſt ſomemanſhould; 
—_— tten for himſcHe: Qur: 
madgement 1s;; itmaybeconcealed; 
bur not without ſome conditi6s;names| 
CITED oe Wes em 
oyces.of the elderſhi av 
of Fart are raomrars _ it 
_ teſte,beyngalſo toſetypon iis chargey 
4 aa pen cgnn me nt 09D 
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After that: religion i is maltmectal is 
adn opiate cuſtome that the 
OP of the miniſters; paſtors:8 
elders, ſo many as ſhould be ſentof tha 
biſhops , ſhould aflemble 


themſclues; 
ether with-the \chicfe'Bas | 
rok and nd les which profeſſe the os 
6% mapnnaraqgaſ e: 
ne and maners of every one-But: 
wee the prince himſelfeisa-louer:of 
the true religion, it 15:2 =: | 
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thertheremay beſachan aſſembly with 
ourrheronſentor commandement of- 
theprince: Whether the miniſters alone 
may meeteas dftenastheywill. Laſt of 
all, wherher the nobles and other godly 
met\8 elders; (whichareyeerely cho- 
| {enwichwvsoutofthe people and nobti- 
lnetopethor) may lawfully or expedi- 
_ comewithout the comandement- 
eking to; ſuch afſemblies . Which: 
afſembly ofthe noblesaridpeople, ſec- 
meth to ſomealtogether needles vader 
a godly ptince; either becanſe-it hath. 
notlong ſince ben receyued by a meere 
cuſtome withoittany-law; atid that vn- 
dera prince, whg thenreſiſted the reli- 
gion, whereby ſuch aſſemblies _ 
agethe greaterauthoritie:: 'or ets be- 
cauſeit may:feeme dangerous; if ſo ma- 
ny nobles afſemble ſo ofte; without the 
conſent of the king,they may ſomtimes 
confuleoÞſome thing els beſides reli- 


« 


Sit Others: chinke: rhar this aſſemblie 
isin nocaſeto bee” refuſed, bur rather 
thatitis very-necdefullchatthe Nobles 
and othertecligious men be preſent as 
T2177 BEE: helpers. 
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helpers to their miniſters/ inthe afſem-- 
, bearyng witneſſe of their ;lyfe and; 
the. peoples behauiour', -orberwyſe at 
willaftercometo 4 as chatifan-impy: 
ous prince'raign atterward;thatneither 
miniſters may ſafely ample neythet 
can the determination beg needs 


ton without the oy 
o the mance 


, " Contaks are: TT mn E: 
Church w_ many = > the 
retayningof agreement, tothe 
Sobineck remedies by common aduiſe 


for thedaungers which fall our:. And 
laſt of all; to take order for thoſe mat 
w_ notinahend 2ment of. pertic 
ſcignori y 

inturie done! <Lon Satay ag .C 
cels are eyther.of a whole-nation; or 
of ſome. one oa on or: Prouince (or 
Dioceſſeas they haue begun. to ſpeake 
after the deſcription of the Proyinces | 
of: R as deuded into. pegs 
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-'Itis neceffary 


fes, they 
airy had 
diſcourſing 


o . Ly % 
o 
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LI 


followyng. It will bevery well 
thartwo ofecuery ſcignotie of the pro< 
vince;choſeriby common-voyces, and 
 ſentwith fome commiſſion; be-preſene 
attheſe councels: eneapaſtor, and the 
other an:Blderors Deacon.' Neyther 
wouldwe haueany ſtrife abourſitting, 
who {ould (ſire firſtor laſt; butreuery 
one tofitas itſhall falllourwithout any 
contention; andthe iyudgement'to'bee 
given asany one ſhallfit;' © 


Now.hethatſhalgouernthewhole 


ation, who was choſen! for' this one 


| thing by common conſent of voyee,the 
: chicfe 


rthatthe'Councels:off 


leaſt iw 


i 
| 
{ 
f 
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chicfe paſtor ofthe lace, beyng imthe 

PN edons which office ſhall 
end,when'the Councellſhall be ended. 
Thereareno matters in queſtion to bee 
popu to:theſe Councels to take 
- owledgeof, bucſuchasare more ſpi- 
mo & vans to.thar prouince,where 


han hero God;'8 therules there 
ſer downe,withourany brabling or'di- 
fturbance of the company'. Yet if any 
ou priuare controucifie ſhall fll our 

the prouinciall Synode, where ſome 
may'thinke that he h theauſe ro com- 


putvp his complaineto be« 


gerierall councel;whe irſhatbe chought 


good to aſſemble _ Ds 
Furthermore it y required, 

that if all thelawes of the Church be'e- 

ſabliſhed- of the kings chriſtian maie- 


to beaſſembled by his commandement 
and direction; andnototherwiſe, Nei- 
theryetischereanewcommiſſion eue- 
_ ry tymeto be ſought for of the kin be 


That purpoſe, ſeeyng his. maicſty h 
C 
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e decided ike appeale_ 


playneofiniury done viito wa Lg 


fly :itfoloweth, tharthe Councels ate 
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onceeſtabliſhed alaw touching, the ſer 
tymes of ordinary Synodes.. But yer if 
there ariſe juſt cauſe of ſulpition ot had- 
ling in theſe metings, other matters be» 
fides meere ecclefiaſticall, it ſhall be ſafe 


forthe kings maicſty to ſend one of his-.. 
ſubiects who he will, to diſgrace by his 


preſence the meeting of the Synodes : 
whereyethe is notto be as aiudge, ex- 
_ cept ſome thing fall out where it. is; ne- 


magiltrate be put betweene. | :,.- + 
--- A;generall councel ofthelandis not 
to be aſſembled but vpon. great. cauſes, 
which ſecyng they agree-not- with ſet 
tymes,it  lowethychat they arenot to 
bee ſtanding neither: but as often as 
ſome thing ſhall ſceme to fall out of ſo 
great waight;either in docrineorin go- 

uernment of the church,as cannot well 
be decided:bur in-a generallimecting, 


that prouinceisto be carefull,to-put 0+ 


ther prouinces inmind concerning that 
matter, in theſe halfe yeeres:Synodes z 
that with the conſent of all, 'or the grea- 
ter part,they go ynto the kings mateſty, 
who (as being achriltia prince, is to Fa 
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 firenothing morezthen the peace of the, 
churches ) ought without any ſtay or 
doubting, atthe ſuite ofthe Churches, 
to appointa place and tyme for agene- 
ral meeting as the need ofthe churches 
 ſhalrequire, And the ſame order may. 
ſeeme to be kept in the generall Coun- 
cels,which is in the prouincial, wherher 
beforcthe kings maieſty himſelfe, as in 
ſome general councels,the emperors of. 
Rome haue bene preſent, or before the- 
honotablelordes of the kings maieſtie; 
And laſt of all, whatſocuerſhalbealow- 
edby the common conſent of the Sy- 
node, ſhall be confirmed by the kinges 
maieſties expreſſe authoririe, after the 
example of the godly Emperours.. ' 


- Whether theking or the biſhops are 
tocall theaſſembly ofthe Church, and 
2s concernyng what matters they may 
make lawes, bo pd 5; 


 -. Tothethindgueſtim, 
Weehaupaunſivcred he firk part 
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of this queſtion already. Tothe ſecond 


we anſwere. Firſt it is not lawful,no not 
for the angels themſelues, to make any 
lawes for the conſciece, bur the churc 
is tobe vpholden by thoſe which the 
Lord harh enaQed, ſceyng weare now 
to looke for no newe reuelarion, the 
whole counſell of God touchyng our 
_ fluation, being fully & pertealy made 
manifeſt, Oar 1udgement alſo is, that 
the diſcipline or prog orderis' to bee 
ſoughrfor out ofthe word of God, and 
to be kept inniolable.as theſecond part- 
there retnay- 


of chriſhan'doQrine. Yet tha 
Pre porn s,wherof there tnay, yet 
and there oug to be lawes ſet ne 


in the Church. For firſt of all; where as 


cuery thyng is not expreſlely and in 


ſo many wordes fet:downe'in the wri- 
tings of the Prophetes and Apoſtles: 
therefore in controwerfies both concer- 


ning .dodtrine and the ſubſizanbe-of 


Church diſcipline, the Councell ought 
to comprehend the decidyn of than 
in vnfallible and plaine heads,as by cer- 
taynerules,; Hke as it was done profita- 


- 


bly in thoſe rightapprooued:Councels 


both 


where as: there come many queſtions: 
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both Oecumenie & perticulars, againſt 
the blaſphemy of the herertikes, and the 
malipertnefſe of the diſordered .. And, 


in the ſeignorics, eſpecially when there 

Den mariages,though there 
cannot be certaine rules ſet downe tou- 
themourt of fearonde of God:, 
yet oneereas may be, rules drawn out. 


ofthe comparing of the ſcriptures, are. 


to be ſet downe, after which they may 


be decided:yeris neither oo thing take. 
from the word of God, by the puttyng 
to of this. ſoitbe boters ne. But this 
is rather anint Sriibla of the worde 
of God, & a doch how ane folow- 
eth vpon another. Agayne, where the 
ſubſtance both of doctrine andeccleſia-: 
ſticall diſcipline abideth whole and vn- 
Faner euro! et muſt the outward cir- 
cu ces of the order needs be chan- 

ged.for the ſame reaſon of the perſon 8 
places.abideth not alwayes. For we ſee 
the Apoſtles loue feaſtes taken away, & 
thedecrees touching bloud, and that 


which was ſtrangled. The gouernors of 
the church are to WR alſo, thar all 
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place itis expedient for any thing to be 


done in the Church : yet ſoas thedo-' 
&rine it ſelfe,vynder which we alſocom-' 
prehend the ordaining of the ſacramets, 
abide wholeas God hath ſetit downe. 


Further, that in ſetting down the lawes 


of this order,there beſet down nothing: 
fooliſh or vnprofitable, much leſſe any. 


of the old cuſtomes retained, which e1- 


theris already ſtained with ſuperſtition, 
or which may eafily make a way to ſu- 


erſtition. Laſtly,that inall theſe, there 


be a great regard of ſimplicitie, and that 


the church be not loaded with a multi- 
tude of rules. 

And forthe auoyding of the diuer- 
ſitic of rites,itis neceſſary thattheſe Ca- 
nons.,asin olde tyme they called them, 
be ſer downe in their generall counſels, 
that any thing in the ek land may be 


chaunged according to the ryme . But 


whatfocuer ſhall be ſer downe in thoſe 
counſels, is to be eſtabliſhed by the au- 
thoritie of the kings Chriſtian maieſtie, 
as next after God, the keperand defen- 
der of the churches, P21141 0 
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may haue intelligence, atwhat tyme 8& 
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- i Whether the papiſtes-are to be! ex- 
communicate as es, orvtterfats: 
lers away; or to bepuniſhed with ſome: 
|»  Tothe forth que 


 LBLM 


Weſce notwhat 1word of excom- 
munication-may be drawen out againſt 
thoſe men; who though they were ſet 
into the church by no vaire baptitme : 


yetneuerentred into'the fellowſhip of 
the pure church. Yeathe dooresareal- 
wayes toftand ope thatthey may.come 
to hearethe word of God, andtheyare 
' carefully to beallured thether, ifatany 
tyme (as the Apoſtle faith)they may re- 
pentand get out ofthe ſnare of the de- 
uill, of whom theyare holden captiue. 
But if any ſhalbe thought to ſinneinan 
open contempt, our iudgementis,-that 
 itoughtwholy to bee put ouer ro the 

chriſt magiſtrate. We thinke that it be- 
ſeemerh a Chriſtian magiſtrate to deale 
much by lenitie in the matrer of religis 
towards his ſubiccts,not being trouble- 
ſome ſecaries, &ſuchas ofknowledge 
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.For what cauſe may any, beexcom- 
municated. As put cale one kill a:man, 
faying,hediditby e, orof ſome | 
neceſhtie for his owne fafetie, and isre-. 
dy to be iudgedabout that matter, not 
yetaccuſed either of: meking or-of'the 
neighbours of him thatis killed: Whe- 
ther may the Church make. inquirie of 
the fact, whether itwer done of treche- 
rie,or by chance,or of neceflity,8& com- 
pell the manſlear to profelie repentance 
openly in tte church, or to excommu- 

_ nicate him it he refuſe. - 


_ No man earneſtly repenting,is tobe 
excommunicate,but after repentaunce, 
rather ought to bee receiued. And the 
cauſe of excommunication ought to be p 
moſtwaighry 8& a publike offence, feing 
that onely the extremitie of the diſcaſes 
muſt haue extreme remedies. Yet may i}; 
ſuch men after the thing be knowen,be 
ſuſpended from receiuyng the Lordes 
ſupper(they were woont tocalſuch mE 
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On ALzaznaD MAN. 
reſtrained) for whom his is thoughtto, 

' beaneceſlaryremedy.thatforthegreat 
nesoftheiroffence, they may bean exe 
b le to others, or that their repentace 
Ce EG wriall, As for the 
reſentqueſtion magiſtrate putin 
minde of his duety, doe winke-atſuch 
faulrs,and yetit be probable, thatnone 
derſhip may call him forth, and there 
as the matter ſhal require,to exhort him 
to the acknowledging of the offence: 
which if ye ſhall deny, he is tobeleftto 
the iudgement of God, ineither arethe - 
Elders 9 proce, any fturther-in the 
hearing of witneſles. | -- 


Whereas inthe former age much 
 wealthhathbenegiuenbypiinces and 
many other,to the biſhops,monaſteries 
&c.vnder the name ofalmes, & ſo great 
riches ſcemerathertohurtthe biſhops, 
— _ thentodothemgood:and monaſteries 
inthe church and common wealth are 
vnprofitable : what yetſhould become 
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both inthe coun 
- queſtion,ſeeing it ſeemeth to bee tather 


Tun IvDoznzny '/ 
ofſuch gaods which were once 'conſe-' 
crate to the church £ For ſeeing the Bi-- 
ſhops and miniſters haue ſufhcient of 
their tithes, whereof they may line well 
and honeſtly, can the prince with the 
conſent of the ſtates of the kingdome, 


turne thereſidue wlbee to his private 
the 


vſe, orthegood of the comm6 wealth, 
eſpecially ſceyng ſuch goods do conſiſt 
not onely in tithes, but of poſſeſhons, 
&the city. Which 


ciuil then eccleſiaſtical, lpurpoſed not 


- totroubleyouin we) mm where- 


as many both learned & godly amogſt 
vs,arc of this minde, that thoſe thinges 
which haue bene once vowed to holy 
vies,cannot be ginen to prophane vles, 
though they be publike,I could not but 


Mmention-the matter vato YOU. 


. Ccerningthegoods ofthe church, 


Firſt ofall we ſuppoſe great heed ought 
to be taken, thatnonedo ſtaine himſelf 
with handling the church goods. Forif 
God hath taken'reyenge of ſuch ,ſacri- 
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by 9's amon; = very idolaters 7” 
what trow wewi 1doement be a= 
AinſtrhEwhich have otled his chur-! 
ches, and haue prophaned tt 
oem por for his UC Wor: 

1 iS Fe: 13673 
dial itis euiden "_w chigtp: 
neth greatly to the reprochof thename 
of God od and ofhis holy goſpel.as thogh: 
forſooth papiſtry hath benabandoned,;' 
not for the loue of the rruth, burto robs 
the church ofher goods, andasthough: 
new theeues haue entered inthe roume 
of the' olde .  Nowe, cuen'as/aboun- 
daunce doth ouerwhelmethe Church, 
fo itis tobe feared, leaſt ſhe be broughr 
into great ſtraights by wantwhileſtma- 
ny nowadaiesare no lefſeſparyng and 
niggardly in'vpholding the true 'mini- 
ſerie, then heretofore kinpes and'prin- 
ces themſelues haue beene ouerlaui- 
ſhyng : wethinke irneedefull to keepe 
a meaneinthis poynte; which'ſo' wee 
rake will be the beſt, iffirſt aviewbe ta- 
ken of thedailyexpences which arene- 


ceſlary to bemade: then if fomwyharbe 
oy ors as = 
wacre _ 
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wheras no iuſt reckoning can be made, 
and both oftheſe beaccounted not ſpa- 
ringly or flenderly,but bountifully and 
liberally,ſceyng that the Church by the 
goodnes of Gad hath plenty. Therfore 


and paſtors which may very well ſuffiſe 
the jr and A one is to- haut an: 
honeſt luing allowed. OQrdez alfo is to. 
be taken-for the elders, who axe to aſſiſt 
the paſtors that they may conueniently 
(chargetheir duety. It would be alſo- 
muurious,thatthe widowes and childre 
ofthe paſtors whichare dead;ſhould be 
brought to beggery, who: in a care of 


theircalling,wereconftrained to- lay a- 


ſide the care ofprouiding for their fa- 
o_ mn oe alſo and GE: 
ing are the Setninaryot the churct 
are notes leaſt part of the care thereof. 
Carealſo is to bee hadofalmes houſes 
& hoſpitals, & atchurches,that they be 
kept in reparatiqns, and new builded if 
need ov ofall(as 1 fay before) 
ſeeyng the churches haue plenty, order 
muſt be taken, what ſhal be brought in- 
to the Church treaſury yecerly, when 
© ley " W 


LA&. 


_ ———____ —— | — SD ——_ —_ GET pn 
1 7 v vo Me, q I; b " '* Mn Wa: "WW - he N : FIT, INE I , PO IN OY ” m_— q J " \ ES. os 
$.% is Ly % % 2%. 4%: * I. % . | & *” %. + $5 "6 : >. þ bh LE: * "*- SD: CHE $.- ReY = "-% a" ws” ; % EOS % SL, Sag . ® ke. - 7 Fig "g Jer g "Ee 
"W— o "Ws * # F Y & OS Ro yas Wh S > ot 2 IE-+ 2» "Fx 6 ; = * hes "uo " Os. { & * G *F P -v. wee ._-- W Sq). 4 ; Kd "hy, as 2g, Ws. . 
% 6G { : ; 4 44: 4 * St — 4 * 2 þ EY © Ss 2, I ih; \ Wage * CJ H 
, \ Bo IF a LN L5 > K Te Ae © Sap mY _* k hy NO = 2a OY 5-2! "= % ax + 4 + WS +. T% %. a 
_ Ce. Fab % p- "LP . I. [2 _—_ a} 6, OR cs RR et 7 hs "6% In 8% 0. * © Sint 5 


k\. 5 SY % % 
# % \ 5. 


= 
l \S 


re OR 


. wethinke 


Or A LzaxnaDd Man. 


whece may be fetched that which may _ 
ſuffiſe in ryme of warre or famine, leaſt. 
then it be to ſeeke when it ſhould be in 
a readineſſe.When all theſe things ſhall 
faithfully & frankly be hog by ſup- 
putation into one ſumme ſtill yeerely :. 
Goodand ſufficientmen are to take or-. 
der for their collefting, ſuch a way as 
ſhall be without trouble or ſtrife . That 


which ſhallbefound to be overplus, is 


not to be lauiſhed out with other pub- 

like reuenues, butto be layed vp. by it 

A ESE 2 
ough nor esgotte after the ho- 

neſteſ ſfortb ——— rieſts) and 

irmay be taken & be- 

ſtowed for the ſeruice of theking 

_ dome,when the publikeneceſl+- 
ly Eh alets * 

ſo much 56h 

caſed. - 


